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DAVIDSON’S BUSINESS 
TAKES OFF
LIZZY JOHNSTON
PUBLIC RELATIONS
Imagine yourself trying to juggle 
being a busy college student and 
running your own business—sound 
crazy? Freshman Carlee Davidson 
manages the two parts of her life 
with big smiles and success, as she’s 
not only a busy college student with 
a business major and an art minor 
but also runs a photography busi-
ness on the side.
Davidson started her business as 
a sophomore in high school when 
she bought her first professional 
camera. Before the business, she en-
joyed photographing friends, family 
and athletes at her school. She gar-
nered likes as she began uploading 
the photos to her Facebook page. 
Soon after, Davidson had anoth-
er idea to put her name out in the 
photography world. She gathered 
a team of eight models for photo-
shoots, then posted their photos on 
social media. The models also post-
ed on their personal accounts, lead-
ing to more people learning about 
Davidson and her talent.
Her business has taken off since 
last year and is only growing. Being 
from Sioux City, Davidson still has 
numerous clients there and travels 
back every weekend for a shoot. 
This year, she has a senior shoot ev-
ery weekend through December.
“You get to learn so much about 
that one person, and I love learn-
ing about people,” Davidson said. 
“You get to basically learn every-
thing they did throughout high 
school, you go to their gym, their 
auditorium, you meet their family. 
I love it.”  
She specializes in weddings and 
engagements, seniors, families, 
dogs and their owners and friends. 
Davidson mainly focuses on se-
niors and weddings, since those are 
her favorite. 
“Weddings are very stressful for 
sure, but so fun. You get to know 
people so fast. You meet everyone—
all their family, their bridesmaids 
and groomsmen. They trust you 
with everything,” she said.
A day in the life of a president
PGC REFLECTS ON HIS 
WORK AT NW
BEN HENKER
ELEMENTARY EDUCATION
Every day for President Greg 
Christy, known as PGC by students, 
begins around 8 a.m. and goes until 
5:30 p.m.  If he is on campus, those 
house are filled with meetings. If he 
is not here, he is traveling around 
the U.S. from coast-to-coast visit-
ing with alumni and friends who 
support the college in various ways, 
meeting with prospective students 
and families. 
“I never imagined I would have 
the privilege of serving as a college 
president. While it may seem glam-
orous to some, the reality is that 
it is a hard and demanding job,” 
Christy said.
Christy became Northwestern’s 
ninth president in January 2008, 
making this year his 12th year being 
the fearless leader on campus.
Under his leadership here, NW has 
developed new strategic and campus 
master plans while also adopting a 
new mission, vision, diversity and 
Christian identity statements.
There have also been several 
campus improvements during his 
tenure, including the construc-
tion of the Jack and Mary DeWitt 
Family Science Center in the fall 
of 2018 and the Jack and Mary De-
Witt Learning Commons in 2013; 
there also have been renovations 
in the Rowenhorst Student Center, 
cafeteria and Ramaker Center; and 
construction of the Juffer Athletic 
Fieldhouse and North Suites Hall.
This, of course, is just a fraction 
of what he has done for NW, but 
how did he even get to become the 
president here?
Christy went to Simpson Col-
lege in Indianola, Iowa, to get his 
bachelor’s degree in management, 
and he received his master’s degree 
in physical education and sports 
management from Western Illinois 
University. He always wanted to be-
come a baseball coach and an ath-
letic administrator. Everything was 
going as planned until God decided 
to change things up.
On Feb. 1, 2007, President Chris-
ty learned he had been nominated 
for the presidency of NW and was 
elected by the Board of Trustees to 
serve as president in October 2007.
Knowing a little on how he had be-
come the president of NW, the ques-
tion remained: what does a president 
of a college do around here?  
His primary responsibility is to 
uphold and further the mission of 
Northwestern College which is to 
engage students in courageous and 
faithful learning and living that 
empowers them to follow Christ 
and pursue God’s redeeming work 
in the world.
 
PHOTO COURTESY OF NW MARCOMM 
Northwestern College president, Greg Christy, poses outside of Zwemer Hall.
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Carlee Davidson proudly shows off some of her favorite photographs.
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Photography clicks with student business
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MUSIC REVIEW
Zombieland sequal good for cheap laughs
MOVIE REVIEW
MOVIE HOLDS ALL-STAR 
CAST BACK
KELSEY EPP
ELEMENTARY EDUCATION
“Zombieland: Double 
Tap” is worth the price 
of admission… if you 
go on half-priced movie 
night. The film by Ru-
ben Fleischer delivers 
equal parts enjoyment 
and cringe, and the 
star-studded cast largely 
disappoints in this fun, 
albeit pointless and re-
dundant sequel.
The film follows the 
cast from the first movie 
as they continue to nav-
igate a zombie infested 
world. Jesse Eisenberg 
plays the role of Colum-
bus, serving both as the 
leading character and 
the film’s narrator. Co-
lumbus is no more than 
the typical quick-witted 
nerd that Eisenberg has 
played countless times 
in movies like “Now You 
See Me,” “Adventureland” 
and “The Social Network.” 
His performance fills the 
mold he has cast for him-
self throughout his career, 
rather than delivering 
anything special. 
The same can be said of 
Woody Harrelson’s per-
formance as Tallahassee. 
Harrelson also fills his typ-
ical role as the charismat-
ic, but stuck-in-his-ways 
firebrand. While Harrison 
does succeed in delivering 
some of the film’s finest 
moments, he also fails to 
live up to the standard of 
his past performances. 
Emma Stone rounds 
out the trio of top tier 
actors with an under-
achieving performance 
in her role as Wichita. 
The side characters that 
come and go are noth-
ing more than formulaic 
portrayals of stereotypes 
ranging from the hippie to 
the dumb blonde. While 
these caricatures deliver 
some cheap laughs and 
amusing scenes, they give 
the actors little room to 
shine. Even side charac-
ters can provide mean-
ingful and show-stopping 
moments in a movie, and 
it is disappointing to see 
another movie complete-
ly overlook their impor-
tance.
Despite disappointing 
performances, “Zom-
bieland: Double Tap” cre-
ates some very enjoyable 
moments. A subtle smirk 
from Harrelson, a funny 
habit from a side-char-
acter or a well-written 
joke all make watching 
this movie entertaining. 
Although, these sponta-
neous fun moments are 
attached to many low-
brow one-liners, catch-
phrases and jokes that 
will make you cringe. 
One might say  the good 
moments in the film 
nearly balance out the 
lackluster ones.
The most glaring is-
sue with “Zombieland: 
Double Tap” is the writ-
ing. Characters do not 
transcend stereotypes or 
basic archetypes, which 
gives actors little room 
to be creative. The script 
is a mixed bag of some-
what amusing dialogue, 
atrocious one-liners and 
low-impact moments. 
Toward the end of the 
film, Eisenberg delivers 
perhaps the worst line 
in a movie I’ve seen in 
2019, “Home? It wasn’t 
a destination. It was 
where these people are. 
I guess that is why they 
call them homies.” The 
line left me cringing so 
hard, I didn’t even know 
it was possible.
“Zombieland: Double 
Tap” is a bit of a mess. It is 
devoid of a grander mes-
sage, its performances 
leave much to be desired 
and the writing is wild-
ly inconsistent. The film 
doesn’t set out to reinvent 
cinema or take home any 
academy awards. It sets 
out to give audiences a 
fun, 90-minute experi-
ence, and it accomplish-
es that goal. The film 
has lots of loose threads, 
and if you set out to pull 
them, it unravels. But if 
you sit back and enjoy, it 
can be a good time. Just 
don’t pay full price.
PHOTO COURTESY OF GOOGLE IMAGES 
Summer Walker produces R&B hit
WALKER EARNS RESPECT 
FROM R&B COMMUITY           
SARAH TE GROTENHUIS
MANAGEMENT 
       
With the recent release 
of her 18-track debut al-
bum, “Over It,” Summer 
Walker has effectively 
found her place at the 
top of R&B charts world-
wide. With her 2018 top 
track “Girls Need Love,” 
Walker presented serious 
potential to create her 
own sound while includ-
ing honesty and soul that 
earned the respect of both 
R&B music listeners and 
creators. “Over It” is pre-
dictable in the best ways. 
Walker sings lyrics of love, 
anger and heartbreak over 
classic smooth and sen-
sual R&B sounds. Still, 
she manages to create 
a fresh and captivating 
sound that often reflects 
the type of R&B that she 
most admires. 
The first notable song 
on the record is a remix of 
her original song “Playing 
Games” featuring Bryson 
Tiller. In this song Walker 
questions why her love in-
terest won’t just claim her 
and show her off in pub-
lic. The lyrics are bold and 
honest with lines in the 
second verse saying, “But 
we take a picture, can’t 
post it / How that work? 
/ Quit your talking, back 
that s*** up.” Although 
it’s easy to get lost in the 
effortless range found in 
the vocals, Walker ties 
the song together with 
a unique reworking of 
Destiny’s Child’s “Say My 
Name” in the chorus. 
There is definite ’90s 
R&B influence in this al-
bum, most prominently 
shown in the track “Come 
Thru.” This song not only 
samples Usher’s 1997 song 
“You Make Me Wanna…” 
but features him as well. 
At first listen, “Fun Girl” 
might seem like a slow 
and lifeless track. But this 
track is arguably the most 
soulful on the entire al-
bum. Walker’s lyrics ad-
dress how she has been 
disregarded as marriage 
material because of her in-
dependence and certain-
ty of herself: “Is it ‘cause 
I know what I want just 
like you? / ‘Cause I make 
my own money and my 
own moves?” The brutally 
honest lyrics accompanied 
by the sounds of Walker’s 
raw unedited vocals and 
her electric guitar almost 
make this song painful to 
listen to. 
Walker seems to have a 
breakthrough about her 
love life in the song “Might 
Be.” In this song featuring 
PA RT Y N E X T D O OR , 
Walker reflects on her 
failed relationships. With 
lyrics like “Love is a losin’ 
game and I just can’t take 
no more,” Walker seems 
to be giving up on putting 
the effort into a good rela-
tionship. She comes to the 
conclusion that she “just 
might be a ho.” Her raspy 
voice is perfectly comple-
mented by PARTYNEXT-
DOOR to create an allur-
ing and broody song. 
Walker has listeners 
wondering if they heard 
her right in the 15th track, 
“I’ll Kill You,” featuring 
Jhené Aiko. Walker mas-
terfully writes an entirely 
different story about love 
than that of “Might Be.” 
Walker and Aiko create 
a desperate yet charm-
ing sound as they go 
back and forth singing 
about being possessive 
in a relationship.
Although released in 
2018, the remix of “Girls 
Need Love” featuring 
Drake finds its place as 
the final song on “Over It.” 
Walker addresses the fact 
that women also have sex-
ual desires. This song has 
beautiful layered chords 
underneath the lyrics that 
create a subtle sound that 
contrasts well with the 
blunt lyrics. Drake re-
sponds with lyrics equally 
blunt and sultry. 
“Over It” receives im-
mediate attention from 
listeners because of its au-
thenticity. Walker’s emo-
tions are all over the place 
in this album, and that’s 
relatable. Each song brings 
a different feeling, but pas-
sion is the common de-
nominator. Walker man-
ages to remain consistent 
with the R&B style while 
bringing her own unique 
sound to the album.
PHOTO COURTESY OF GOOGLE IMAGES
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Anderson and Park to perform senior recital
VOICE AND FLUTE 
RECITAL ON SUNDAY     
BAILEY BANWART
SOCIAL WORK
 
Juniors Ashlynn An-
derson and Hephzibah 
Park will be performing 
their duo-recital at Christ 
Chapel on Sunday, Nov. 
3 at 3 p.m. Following the 
recital will be a reception 
in the Dewitt Music Hall 
choir room. 
This recital is free and 
open to the public. Stu-
dents are also encouraged 
to attend and support their 
fellow students. The recit-
al is also in fulfillment of 
both Park and Anderson’s 
music degrees. It will fea-
ture multiple vocal pieces 
performed by Anderson, 
accompanied by Janelle 
Phinney as well as a num-
ber of flute pieces per-
formed by Park accompa-
nied by Dr. Juyeon Kang. 
The first song in the recit-
al, “Nel dolce del’oblio”,”will 
be a duet between Park 
and Anderson and will be 
accompanied by senior cel-
loist, Carol Li. 
Park thanks God for 
her talents and passion 
and hopes that God will 
use these gifts of hers to 
further His glory. Ander-
son says she would not be 
where she is today without 
the love and support of her 
family, friends, faculty and 
staff. Anderson and Park 
have both had a love for 
music from a young age 
and this love has led them 
to work hard to improve 
their abilities. 
Anderson’s love of mu-
sic developed in her ele-
mentary music classes in 
Hartford, South Dakota. 
She went on to receive 
many honors and awards 
throughout middle 
school and high school 
including being involved 
in the South Dakota 
Women’s Honor Choir, 
Regional Women’s Choir 
and All-State Choir. 
Anderson has also 
found success at North-
western College, winning 
the Cyndy Rowenhorst 
Memorial Scholarship 
and placing first in her 
category at the National 
Association of Teachers 
of Singing contest. 
Park was born in South 
Korea and grew up in 
Mount Prospect, Illinois. 
She also found her love of 
music during her child-
hood as she played a mul-
titude of instruments in-
cluding the violin, piano, 
drums and the flute. Park 
actually took her first flute 
lesson here at NW and 
says that her “actual” flute 
playing journey began 
here as well.
Both students are excited 
to share their talents and 
have been preparing for 
several months now, hav-
ing finalized the program 
in August. 
Anderson’s pieces con-
sist of several different 
languages: Italian, Ger-
man, French, Czech and 
English. She says her most 
difficult piece to prepare 
has been “Calypso” by 
Benjamin Britten. 
“It’s extremely fast, there’s 
a lot of text and you always 
have to be thinking ahead,” 
Anderson said.  
Park will be performing 
works written by Wolfgang 
Amadeus Mozart, Albert 
Franz Doppler, and Yiru-
ma Lee Ru-Ma. 
Anderson has studied 
voice under Professor Cin-
dy Moeller, voice adjunct, 
while here at NW and Park 
is a flute student under 
Professor Sue De Haan, 
flute adjunct here at NW. 
Both students have been 
incredibly involved in the 
music department. Ander-
son has played an active 
role in both A Cappella 
Choir and Heritage Singers 
and Park has been playing 
in the Symphonic Band, 
Chamber Ensemble and 
Orchestra, at her church 
and at the Prairie Ridge 
Nursing Home.  
The recital should take 
no more than two hours 
and audience members 
are encouraged to attend 
the reception afterward for 
snacks and a chance to con-
gratulate the performers. 
               PHOTO SUBMITTED
Park and Anderson will perform on Sunday, Nov. 3 at 3 p.m. in Christ Chapel
Crossing cultures: Philippe Patri
FROM SANTIAGO TO ORANGE CITY            
ANGELA WINTERING
THEATER
Meet Philippe Patri. He is a junior business mar-
keting major and psychology minor.  Patri has spent 
two and a half years in the United States. He was 
born and raised by his family of French background 
in the South American city of Santiago, Chile. Com-
ing here as a college freshman, he didn’t know much 
English. He started to learn, but only for a short 
time in high school because he was already fluent in 
French and Spanish.
Moving to a small town in Iowa was a big  cultural 
shift for Patri.  
“Santiago is just in the middle of our large and 
tiny country. Chile on one side has the Cordillera 
de Los Andes [Andes Mountains] and on the other 
side is the Pacific Ocean.  This makes available to 
me to take my car and go and practice surf one hour 
away from home or to go the other way around and 
practice snowboard one hour away from home,” 
Patri said.
The flat and cold setting of Iowa, in Patri’s words 
“makes winters even less enjoyable.” During breaks, 
however, he and his friends try to explore the coun-
try looking for different landscapes and mountains 
in places like California and Colorado. 
One of the largest celebrations in Chile is the 
country’s Independence Day on Sept. 18. The coun-
try usually stops everything in order for the people 
to properly celebrate. Because there are so many 
options for outdoor sports and activities with the 
mountains, ocean, forest and deserts, the people of 
Chile are  very active and lovers of the outdoors. 
One common pastime for Chileans is playing soccer. 
“There is no Chilean who doesn’t play soccer on 
weekends,” Patri said.
Like Halima Shokuri said in her response, the 
community here in Orange City is drastically dif-
ferent than the large city of Santiago, population 
of 5.6 million people. Patri appreciates this fact, 
along with the calm and spiritually focused atmo-
sphere. According to Patri, if he had stayed in Chile 
to go to school, it would have been much harder 
with everything that there is to distract students 
in their studies there. As well as staying focused 
in his studies, he reflects on his appreciation that 
students in the United States can have the oppor-
tunity to have a high participation in sports while 
also being a student. 
Even though Patri could have just as easily at-
tended another college in America that would allow 
him the same privilege of participating in sports at 
the same time as studies, there was another reason 
he made the final decision to attend Northwestern. 
When Coach Swier of men’s soccer here sought out 
Patri as a recruit, Patri felt viewed as a valued per-
son and addition to the team, not just viewed for 
the stats he had earned previously in the sport. He 
felt like he was able to be seen as a person, not just 
a number. Because of this decision, Patri has grown 
here in his spiritual life, in his athletics and overall 
as a person.   
PHOTO BY KILEY MEEDER
Phillippe Patri is a junior business marketing major and psychology minor. He also plays soccer here at NW.
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Windy City gives real-life experience
INTERNING IN
CHICAGO
CAMBER HERRIG
PUBLIC RELATIONS
     
One of the many 
off-campus programs 
Northwestern offers is 
the Chicago Semester. 
Students complete an 
internship in the Windy 
City while also taking 
classes for academic 
credits.
The Chicago Semester 
is available to students 
every fall and spring se-
mester, along with an 
opportunity in the sum-
mer. Fall and spring se-
mesters are a 16-week 
long adventure. Students 
are placed in a full-time 
internship that matches 
their future career field.
The possible tracks 
are the arts; business, fi-
nance and accounting; 
marketing and commu-
nications; health and 
applied sciences; social 
sciences and humanities; 
nursing; social work and 
student teaching. While 
interning, students also 
complete a professional 
seminar and two courses 
to stay on top of academ-
ic credits.
Summer semesters 
look a little different, but 
this opportunity is per-
fect for student athletes 
and leaders on campus. 
Summer interns have a 
different set of tracks to 
choose from: the arts; 
business, finance and ac-
counting; marking and 
communication; health 
and applied sciences; so-
cial sciences and human-
ities; architecture and 
engineering; entrepre-
neurship and city fellows. 
Internships are a great 
way to boost your re-
sume, network and give a 
realistic idea of what the 
future may hold, all while 
earning college credits.
Kelsey Lang, a senior 
public relations major, 
took advantage of a sum-
mer in Chicago, com-
pleting the internship 
public relations requires. 
She interned with the 
American Medical Asso-
ciation, the largest phy-
sician advocacy organi-
zation in America.
“It was very much like 
Corporate America,” 
Lang said.
Her workplace was lo-
cated right on the Chica-
go River next to Trump 
Tower, essentially in the 
heart of the city. She 
worked on the 42nd floor, 
with the classic Chicago 
skyline as her view from 
her cubicle.
Lang’s title was the 
media and editorial in-
tern where she helped 
with press releases, me-
dia, calendar compila-
tions, events outside of 
the normal hours and 
other tasks relating to 
public relations.
She walked a mile in 
her tennis shoes, ready to 
change into her business 
casual heels once she got 
to work, a surreal task to 
do after growing up in 
Orange City.
During her free time, 
Lang visited the beach 
often, enjoyed free yoga 
in the park, participated 
in a weekly Bible study, 
trained for the cross 
country season and at-
tended church regular-
ly. She also started to do 
some dog-walking on the 
side to earn some extra 
spending money.
Lang had opportuni-
ties to expand her hori-
zons when it came to the 
homeless, as she walked 
past many homeless in-
dividuals on her way to 
work. She took advan-
tage of this chance and 
took the initiative to get 
to know some of the faces 
she passed every day.
“It made me aware that 
I loved living in a city. I 
enjoyed knowing that 
I could do it, that I was 
equipped to do the work. 
The world is bigger than 
just me. Learning how to 
be a Christian in a con-
text like that was really 
cool,” Lang said.
The Chicago intern-
ship was also a way to 
network. She connected 
with numerous cowork-
ers via LinkedIn, and 
she knows she can use 
her boss as a reference in 
the future.
“Save up more mon-
ey than you think, but 
one million percent do 
it. This is a time in your 
life to travel because you 
still have a home base of 
Northwestern College,” 
Lang said.
For any students in-
terested in interning in 
Chicago, the deadline for 
the upcoming fall semes-
ter is March 1, 2020, and 
the 2021 spring semester 
deadline is May 1, 2020.
Photography clicks with student business
FROM PAGE 1
     
Davidson shoots wed-
dings solo or sometimes 
as the second shooter, 
helping the main photog-
rapher. Her most memo-
rable experience took her 
to the Black Hills to shoot 
a three-day Indian wed-
ding ceremony. Soon, she 
will be flying to Florida to 
shoot a wedding.
Davidson loves being a 
photographer for the peo-
ple aspect—her favorite 
part is getting to know 
people and making them 
comfortable during the 
shoot.
“Half the job is making 
sure they’re comfortable. 
If the client is uncom-
fortable, you’re not going 
to get your pictures,” she 
said.
Personally, her chal-
lenge as a photographer 
is comparison. With so-
cial media, it is easy to see 
how other photographers 
are shooting, editing and 
marketing themselves.
“It’s such a hard mind-
set to get out of because 
I think ‘I’m not doing as 
good as this person or 
people didn’t like my stuff 
as much as that photogra-
pher.’ I have to set bound-
aries for myself,” David-
son said.
As a completely self-
taught photographer and 
business owner, David-
son has spent a lot of time 
finding her own unique 
style for her photography 
and business.
“Trying to find my 
own style has been my 
biggest challenge. Just 
five months ago, I final-
ly mastered my style and 
the way I want to edit and 
shoot. Once you find it, it 
just makes everything so 
much easier,” she said.
In the future, Davidson 
wants to open her own 
photography studio but 
focus on shooting outside 
to use natural lighting and 
continue editing the way 
she has. She is not a fan 
of retouching and making 
people look different than 
their everyday selves.
In the next few months, 
Carlee will be releasing a 
magazine titled “RETRO.” 
The magazine is shot us-
ing film and digital pho-
tography, and showcases 
the fashion and aesthetic 
of the 1950s through the 
1990s. So far, Davidson 
has used 30 models for 
the magazine who she 
dresses in thrift store 
clothes from their decade 
and has taken over 10,000 
pictures. She hopes to 
have the magazine com-
pleted by March.
You can check out Da-
vidson’s photography, or 
contact her for more infor-
mation through her  web-
site www.cdphotos.org.
If you’re a student on campus and 
have a personal business you’d like 
to promote, contact the features 
editor through email at 
kaitlyn.asmus@nwciowa.edu.
PHOTO SUBMITTED
Chicago Semester applications are due March 1 or May 1 of 2020, depending upon desired
semester.
PHOTO SUBMITTED
 Carlee Davidson has enjoyed her job as a photographer, especially the aspect of getting to 
know people.
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Life of a President
FROM PAGE 1                            
“I spend the majority of 
my time focused on mis-
sion and vision, investing 
in and developing our 
people, and securing the 
resources needed for us to 
live out our mission and 
vision,” Christy said.
This goes for all of NW. 
Not only does PGC want 
this for the students that 
walk this campus, but he 
also expects this from his 
staff as well.
“I meet with every sin-
gle person who interviews 
for a job at NWC because 
I believe hiring the right 
people is critical to our 
success and promises pro-
spective student[s] and 
families every year that 
we hire only committed 
followers of Christ to 
teach, coach, serve and 
mentor our students,” 
Christy said.
He reminds all current 
faculty, staff and admin-
istrators of NW of their 
mission and how every-
one has an important role 
to play in living this mis-
sion out every day. This 
is also something consid-
ered when hiring people 
who are great mission fits 
for the college.
“Northwestern is a 
standout college because 
of the incredibly gifted 
and dedicated faculty, 
staff and administrators 
we have,” Christy said. 
“This is truly a special 
place, and I am humbled 
every day to be a part of 
this Christian academic 
community.”
DEWITT LIBRARY
OFFERS RESOURCES
VANESSA STOKES 
WRITING AND RHETORIC
 As the semester pro-
gresses into the usual 
grind of pre-Thanksgiv-
ing tests and papers, the 
DeWitt Learning Com-
mons, known as the LC 
to students, bustles with 
students grabbing a cup of 
coffee or running around 
looking for research 
books. But tucked away in 
their own corner are the 
librarians: Anne Mead, 
Greta Grond and Douglas 
Firth Anderson.
 They are a hidden 
source among the many 
resources the library offers 
during this hectic time. 
Each librarian is available 
for individual research 
sessions to go over cita-
tions, sources or simply 
to brainstorm about your 
research topic. They are 
all equipped to cover any 
topic you need help with.
 “We know the collec-
tions well, know tips and 
tricks for searching in cat-
alogs and databases, and 
know how to access ma-
terials even when a road-
block has been thrown in 
the way,” said Grond, the 
LC director.
 Each librarian is more 
than willing to work with 
any schedule or project to 
help a student.
 “A meeting with a li-
brarian is very informal,” 
said Mead, senior refer-
ence and information lit-
eracy librarian.
 Their offices have 
plenty of extra seating 
meant specifically for 
this purpose.
 The librarians can 
be found in their offices 
or online through the LC 
website. On the website, 
there is an option to “Meet 
with a Librarian” or “Email 
the Library” that will al-
low you direct access to 
these valuable sources.
 Also on their page is 
the option to search for 
sources directly. Any word 
or phrase can be typed in 
to find articles, journals, 
videos and more related 
to the topic you need. The 
sources range from online 
to in print from a library. 
But that doesn’t always 
mean the LC.
 The librarians of-
fer an interlibrary loan 
program with countless 
other libraries around 
the country.
 “If DeWitt doesn’t 
have it, we will work hard 
to get an article or book 
for you,” Grond said. 
 These loans usually 
take two to three days for a 
book to come in, so make 
sure to plan ahead if you 
choose this option.
 But they help with 
more than just research 
sources.
 “We help students 
with many different kinds 
of assignments such as 
finding a peer-reviewed 
journal article, finding a 
young adult novel for an 
education class, locating 
a particular film or music 
score, working with Chris-
tian Story students in us-
ing Bible commentaries or 
helping a Spanish student 
find a Spanish novel.”
 The librarians are 
there for anything and ev-
erything you need.
 When not in meetings 
with students, they lead 
sessions on research or 
how to use certain citation 
sites. Each year, First Year 
Seminar students attend 
a session on information 
literacy to help with their 
annotated bibliographies. 
Christian Story I students 
go through their own ses-
sion on how to use biblical 
dictionaries and commen-
taries. Nursing students 
receive help with their se-
nior literature reviews.
 “The research session 
at the PLC was helpful. 
I was not aware that we 
had such a wide range of 
journals available,” said 
freshman Lydia Bader. “It 
was also helpful being able 
to find good articles and 
journals for papers rath-
er than Googling a topic 
and wondering about their 
credibility.”
 The LC and its librar-
ians offer more resources 
than one student could 
possibly need. So, if you’re 
feeling stressed from 
round two of second-half 
syllabus shock, stop in to 
the library. They’ll help 
with a comforting smile 
and the research content 
to keep you above water. 
LC librarians help with research
PHOTO BY ABIGAIL MOODY
President Greg Christy, through his busy days, is still appreciative of NW’s Christian academic 
community. 
PHOTO COURTESY OF NW LIBRARY INSTAGRAM 
DeWitt Learning Commons  librarians are happy and ready to help students with research 
papers, find books for class or have a friendly conversation.
6OPINIONS
TOP 
HALLOWEEN 
COSTUMES FROM
THE 80s - NOW
1980s:
Star Wars
1990s:
Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles
2000s:
Harry Potter
2010s:
Avengers
Editor’s Note
The opinions published both in print and online 
are the opinions of the authors only. Beacon 
staff members do not necessarily support the 
opinions expressed in this section. Research and 
editing (other than formatting) of articles is the 
responsibility of the authors rather than the editors.
 
Respectfully,  
the Beacon staff
It’s Halloween season, a time when millions of kids and adults head 
out into their local neighborhood or go to 
house parties, eating candies or bobbing for 
apples. The estimated number of trick-or-
treaters in 2017 was about 41.1 million kids 
who visited 66.6 million housing units. 
That sure sounds like a lot of fun. But 
you know what I believe isn’t fun from this 
holiday? It isn’t the fact that Reformation 
Day is completely shadowed by this mass 
desire for candy and egging houses. It isn’t 
the fact that teenagers wander the streets 
late at night dressed as Pennywise. These 
things irk me, but they aren’t what I a 
problem with.
 What I do have a problem with is “fun” 
sized candy bars. I put the word “fun” in 
quotations because the name does not fit 
the product, in multiple ways.
For starters, I have never once in my 
life heard someone explain their meal or 
sustenance as “fun.” Yes, someone might 
call their dinner fun if they were at a themed 
dinner, but that implies the context around 
the food and not the food itself. People don’t 
call food fun. Food is not a toy you play with 
out in the garage. Little Timmy doesn’t get 
a “fun” size crunch bar for Christmas and 
freak out because he can play with it. No, he 
either eats it, or he accidently lets it melt by 
leaving it next to the fireplace.
Secondly, if for a minute we were to 
forgive the first transgression, one can’t 
say that a little nugget is more fun than the 
actual-sized candy bar. The full-size candy 
bar is superiorly better than the “fun” size; 
there is no denying that fact. To say that 
it’s “fun” to downsize is ridiculous. Fun 
sounds more like a company’s attempt to 
make a less enjoyable experience sound 
good to the consumer.
Now, I wanted to look at the history 
of this cursed idea and see if I could figure 
out why a company would do such a thing. 
After some research, it seemed that they 
used to name their smaller size of candies 
“junior”  but then discontinued that line. 
They then made it just a little bit bigger 
and renamed it “fun size.” I find a major 
problem with this. Junior size makes sense. 
It is the smaller version of the regular size. 
It follows the correct wording of size. But 
then these companies decided to throw 
consistency out the window, and create 
chaos abounding with their wretched 
renaming of “fun.”
Folks, I cannot stress this enough. 
There is nothing fun about “fun” size. It is 
inferior in size and honestly insulting that 
companies think they can name it “fun.”
 I encourage you to give away the 
bigger size candy bars this year. And I 
know, that seems like a lot. But if you look 
at the numbers on Amazon, buying full 
size crunch bars compared to the “fun” size 
bars will actually save you a few pennies. 
And with other candies the numbers of 
pennies are quite close. So, I encourage 
you in the future to be the favored house 
that gives out full-size candy bars and 
makes all the kids smile.
How many of you are blamers? Who goes to the place where, 
once something bad happens, your 
first thought is: who’s at fault for this? 
It would be better to blame someone 
else instead of blaming ourselves.  I do 
this all the time.  There is a sense of 
control to know this is someone else’s 
fault instead of my own.  
There was research done on this 
by Dr. Brené Brown, a professor at the 
University of Houston, which says that 
“Blame is simply the discharging of 
discomfort and pain.  It has an inverse 
relationship with accountability; 
meaning that the people that blame a 
lot, seldom have the tenacity and grit 
to actually hold people accountable, 
because we spend all our energy raging 
for 15 seconds and try to figure out 
who’s blame it is.”  
At an RSA (Royal Society for the 
encouragement of Arts, Manufactures 
and Commerce) event on August 15, 
2013, Brown said “Accountability is 
calling someone and saying that my 
feelings were hurt when you said this… 
Nah Nah Nah… Blaming is simply a 
way where we discharge anger.” 
Blaming is very corrosive to the 
relationships we have and is one of 
the main reasons why we miss our 
opportunities for empathizing with 
one another. When something happens 
around us, and we are hearing this 
story for the first time, we aren’t 
listening to what is being said, we are 
thinking of what happened and whose 
fault it is.   I feel that we are so quick to 
blame others because we are afraid of 
shaming ourselves.  
According to Brown, we live in a 
scarcity cutlery, where the mindset is 
that we are never                                      enough 
(fill in the blank with whatever you 
would like). Shame is the swampland 
of the soul. Shame is a gremlin that 
is holding us back.  It is the constant 
reminder of one’s self saying “No, 
you’re not good enough,” “You’re not 
pretty enough,” “You’re not smart 
enough,” shame is all that and more. 
If we are able to understand that and 
quiet ourselves down, saying, “I’m 
going to do this,” 99% of the critics 
that we see pointing and laughing is 
actaully ourselves. 
“Shame is highly, highly correlated 
with addiction, depression, violence, 
aggression, bullying, suicide, and 
eating disorders,” Brown said.  Shame 
is different for everyone.  Shame can be 
this straight jacket that holds us back; it 
is an epidemic in our culture.  So how 
can we fight back?
We need to fight it with empathy. 
Empathy is something that fuels 
connection with people.  Empathy is 
feeling with people.  Empathy is to stay 
out of judgment, then recognize what 
that person is feeling and communicate 
it back to that person. Empathy is where 
you are not to downplay the situation 
in front of you.  We need to be with 
the person that has given us this type 
of situation, to provide the honest 
comeback and to share that they should 
not be full of shame for what they have 
shared with you.   
We live in a world full of blame and 
shame.  We don’t allow ourselves to do 
something because we feel it will lessen 
our self-worth.  Take counseling as an 
example.  In my personal experience, 
I had this thought that there must be 
something wrong with me if I need 
counseling, but that was one of the best 
parts of my life and wouldn’t trade it for 
the world.  
With a world and a stereotype of 
“Never          Enough” the only way we 
can fight that off is by being empathetic 
to others in our everyday interactions. 
I’m a blamer, are you?
Fun size candy is not fun
Benjamin Henker
Elementary Education
Colin Kaemingk
History
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Raider men finish fifth in final golf outing
Raider football takes down Concordia
RADIER FOOTBALL 
TEAM REMAINS       
UNDEFEATED
BRADLEY LAACKMANN
SPORT MANAGEMENT
The Raider football team 
kept their undefeated record 
alive after a hard-fought 
victory on the road against 
Concordia. Northwestern 
defeated the Bulldogs 20-
14 on Oct. 19 in Seward, 
Nebraska. Following the 
win, NW moved to 7-0 a 
week later defeating Doane 
23-3. Concordia is now 3-5 
after losing to Dordt in the 
following week. 
It was a record-setting day 
for the fifth-ranked Raiders, 
as junior wide receiver Shane 
Solberg became NW’s all-
time leader in receiving 
yards. Solberg used a 
10-catch, 179-yard outing 
to put his total up to 2,573 
yards in his career. After a 
slow start by NW that saw 
Concordia take a 7-0 lead 
into the second quarter, the 
Raider offense struck early 
in the second to tie the game. 
Following a nine-play drive, 
junior quarterback Tyson 
Kooima found sophomore 
WR Brendan Zeutenhorst 
in the end zone, his first 
touchdown reception as a 
Red Raider. 
NW got the ball back after 
a strong defensive outing, 
leading to an 85-yard drive 
capped off by a one-yard 
touchdown run for running 
back Garrett Packer, reaching 
the end zone for the first time 
in his collegiate career. 
With Concordia 
threatening near the 
midway point of the quarter, 
sophomore defensive back 
Liam Stubbe picked off Jake 
Kemp’s pass to keep the 
Raiders’ 14-7 lead safe into 
the half. 
The second half remained 
competitive, as the third 
quarter went scoreless until 
NW kicker Braxton Williams 
sent the ball through the 
uprights after a pair of big 
pass plays and a 15-yard rush 
extended the lead to 10 going 
into the final segment. 
Another methodical 
drive by the Raiders their 
next time out set up a short 
field goal for Williams, 
which he once again 
converted to give NW a 
20-7 lead. Concordia used a 
late-game push to facilitate 
a comeback effort, but was 
unable to recover the onside 
kick, cementing the victory 
for the Red Raiders. 
Solberg led the way for the 
team’s offense, finishing with 
10 catches for 179 yards. RBs 
Jacob Kalogonis, Garrett 
Packer and Leonardo Lima 
Silveira combined for 127 
yards on the ground, and 
Kooima went 23-39 with 
287 yards and a touchdown 
pass. It was another stifling 
performance by the Raider 
linebackers, as Tanner 
Machacek finished with 
13 tackles, three sacks 
and two forced fumbles 
complemented by Sean 
Powell’s eight tackles and 
an interception. NW is 
back in action at Briar 
Cliff on Saturday, Nov. 2 
before returning home for 
their final two games of the 
regular season.
RAIDERS MOVES UP 
TO TOP-
RANKED TEAM 
ANN PATER
ELEMENTARY EDUCATION
Last week, the Raider 
volleyball team moved from 
the second ranked team to the 
top-ranked team in the NAIA 
Volleyball Coaches’ poll. The 
Raiders remain undefeated 
after a 3-0 sweep over 
Morningside on Saturday, 
Oct. 26 at the Bultman 
Center. They are 13-0 in the 
GPAC and 25-0 in all. 
Leading the Raiders, 
Anna Wedel, crushed 14 
kills and hit over .294 for 
all three sets. Makenzie 
Fink also put down 10 
kills and hit an impressive 
.500 and AJ Kacmarynski 
totaled nine kills. 
The serving and 
blocking pressure made 
Northwestern rise to the 
top. The Raiders hit .371 
and had a total of six blocks 
while Morningside hit .141 
and only three blocks. 
The Raider servers were 
on fire and had a total of 
seven aces. Lacey Wacker 
had four aces and Emily 
Strasser, Kacmarynski and 
Fink each had one. 
Both teams were excited 
for set one and were tied 
at two very early in the 
set. The Raiders took a 5-1 
run from remarkable kills 
from Emily Van Ginkel, 
Wedel and Fink. The lead 
stretched even more from 
Wacker’s serving pressure. 
She had a four-point 
service run. The set ended 
with a score of 25-13. 
The second set started 
off with a battle between 
Morningside and NW until 
tied at 4-4. Strasser ended 
the tie and served four in a 
row. Fink and Kacmarynski 
joined in on the run and 
smashed down three kills. 
The surge ended again in a 
25-13 game win. 
The last set started 
with a bang from the NW 
Raiders. They held a strong 
lead for the first half of the 
set. The Mustangs cut back 
the strong lead to 12-13. 
Fink powered one down 
and Wacker with a strong 
serve put the Raiders 
back in front by four. The 
Raiders won the set with a 
final score of 25-19. 
The Raiders hit better 
than the Mustangs in all 
the three sets. They hit a 
match-best .519 in the first 
set (17 kills, three errors, 
27 attempts). Wacker had 
37 set assists and Strasser 
picked up 20 digs. The two 
middles, Bekah Horstman 
and Van Ginkel, led the 
blocking efforts. 
Saturday’s match honored 
the parents of all the players 
and lone senior on the 
team, Ann Pater. Maggie 
Youngsma, the manager of 
the varsity team, was also 
celebrated for her hard work 
on the team. 
The Red Raiders will have 
back-to-back games playing 
Doane on Friday, Nov. 1 at 
7:30 p.m. and Hastings on 
Saturday, Nov. 2 at 3 p.m.
RAIDER GOLF 
FINISHES THE 
SEASON IN MISSOURI
JOSEPH KUNERT
HISTORY
The Red Raider men’s 
golf team traveled to Kan-
sas City, Missouri, for 
their final meet of the fall 
season. The golf event was 
held last Monday, Oct. 
21 and Tuesday, Oct. 22. 
Instead of playing on the 
same course for the two-
day event, the Virginia 
McCoy Fall Invite was 
hosted by two different 
courses: The Deuce and 
the National Golf Club of 
Kansas City. Even with the 
adjustment in location, 
the Raiders tied for fifth 
among the 15-team field. 
Junior golfer Isaac 
Knock said, “Honest-
ly I think there was only 
a couple scores in the 
70s the second day, so I 
was pleased with how I 
played.” 
Knock finished the meet 
tied for 17th place after 
shooting an 80 on Mon-
day and an 84 on Tuesday. 
Only four golfers in the 
meet were able to shoot in 
the 70s on the challeng-
ing National Golf Club of 
Kansas City. 
“The second day was a 
much tougher course be-
cause of the wind and the 
cold. The way the course 
was setup was tough be-
cause of the hard pin 
placements and tee boxes. 
Overall, the second course 
was also just a much nicer 
course,” Knock said.
Finishing second for the 
Raider men’s golf team 
was freshman Ezra Mey-
er who tied for 25th with 
an 85 on Tuesday, totaling 
167. Close behind were 
Brock Murphy (168) in 
30th place, Matt Wyn-
ne (T36th-171) and Jake 
Olsen (T39th- 173). All 
Northwestern’s men fin-
ished among the top 40 of 
the 77-man field. 
The Raiders were four 
shots ahead of Ave Maria 
(Florida) and Park JV, and 
nine strokes behind Baker 
(Kansas) who took fourth 
place in the competition.
Hutchinson Communi-
ty College closed with a 
317 and overcame an 11-
shot to take the win over 
Morningside, 627 to 629.
The Virginia McCoy 
Fall Invite concludes the 
fall season for the NW 
men’s golf team. 
“Fall golf is always 
a grind because of the 
length of season, and I 
think you could see the ef-
fect of that this past meet,” 
Knock said. 
Volleyball wins over Morningside
PHOTO BY CARLEE DAVIDSON
Raider volleyball remains undefeated after victory over Morningside.
PHOTO COURTESY OF NW MARCOMM
Raider men’s golf takes home fifth place after two-day competition. 
PHOTO BY JOSHUA RATHBUN
The Raiders held their undefeated record after a road victory at Concordia.
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Beacon
Staff NCDC IS A SINGING          
COMPETITION HELD IN THE FALL
ALLISON WHEELER
GRAPHIC DESIGN
Start channeling your inner Simon Cowell because this 
year’s NCDC starts with the preliminary round on Satur-
day, Nov. 2 at 9 p.m. in Christ Chapel and everyone gets to 
be a judge. 
NCDC is a singing and band competition where stu-
dents from Northwestern College and Dordt University 
show off their singing and instrument playing skills to com-
pete for cash prizes. 
After the contestants from NW perform their acts during 
the preliminary round this Saturday, the NW community 
will have until the following Wednesday to cast their votes 
for who they want to move onto the semi-final round. 
Six acts will move onto semi-finals and will perform 
along with Dordt’s six acts in Christ Chapel on Saturday, 
Nov. 16. After semi-finals, both NW and Dordt will vote for 
three acts to represent their school and compete in the final 
round at Dordt on Saturday, Nov. 23.
While the schools’ communities get to vote for their fa-
vorite acts, there will also be three judges, one from each 
school and one community member, at both the semi-final 
and final rounds. The judges will each get to cast 25 votes 
for the acts that impressed them the most.  
“We are hoping to win this year. We have fantastic 
groups,” said Jon Muyskens, one of the NW students help-
ing plan the event.
The winner of NCDC will receive $600 as a prize, the 
runner up will receive $250 and the contestant in third 
place will receive $150. 
Since the start of the NCDC tradition about a decade 
ago, only one of NW’s acts has won. 
“It makes me sad that we have not been able to win at 
least half [of the competitions], but I’m hoping we can come 
back and win it this year and make a difference,” said Kate-
lyn Lorence, a sophomore business major.
Although the competition involves both schools, the 
planning committees from NW and Dordt work inde-
pendently for the most part. The only meeting that takes 
place between the two schools is one where they figure out 
what the prizes will be and who the judges will be. 
“At the end of the day, we plan our semis and they plan 
their finals,” said Colin Kaemingk, another NW student 
helping to plan the event.
NCDC is a large event and takes a lot of time to plan 
and prepare for, but there is also some fun that comes 
with the planning. Both Muyskens and Kaemingk agree 
it has been fun seeing who the acts are and what they 
offer as musicians. 
“I enjoy getting to see the acts and the people behind 
them. I also enjoy getting to see their personalities on stage 
and off stage,” Muyskens said.
Muyskens and Kaemingk believe that NW’s acts have the 
talent to beat Dordt’s acts this year, but it’s also up to the 
judges and the NW community. 
“We need to raise our game. This is the year,” said Hayley 
Carlson, a junior nursing major.
PHOTO COURTESY OF NW MARCOMM
Northwestern student Matthew Shuka performing at last year’s NCDC.
NGAGE IS OFFERED 
EACH MONTH FOR 
STUDENTS                    
KARLI LANG
ELEMENTARY EDUCATION
The theme of Ngage this year 
is life ethics, which encompass-
es a variety of topics including 
Adoption (Nov. 14), Death Pen-
alty (Jan. 28), Abortion (Feb. 18) 
and Mental Health (March 17).  
The theme of life ethics and 
these topics relate to how Chris-
tians should think about the sa-
credness of life, how God wants 
them to view and treat other 
people and the dignity of life.
Last school year, a survey 
was sent out to students who 
went to Ngage to get feed-
back on what they would like 
to hear more about, and “life 
ethics” was the number one 
answer. Julie Elliott, vice pres-
ident for student life got to 
work on the theme and figur-
ing out what topics would fit 
under it.  
She also has been in charge 
of choosing and finding 
speakers to come and share 
about these issues.  Speakers 
can be professors or faculty 
on campus that have some 
level of expertise on the top-
ic and can be great resources 
to speak to students, but other 
speakers nationally known are 
often brought in as well.
Last week, Kyle Mey-
aard-Schaap from Young Evan-
gelicals for Climate Action came 
to speak on the connection be-
tween food and faith.  His pre-
sentation was met with some 
pushback, as students attending 
Ngage on Oct. 23 had a lot of 
questions for him.  
He addressed the topic of 
agriculture and the role peo-
ple have in the system in what 
many considered a respectful 
and sensitive way while also 
addressing the problems in the 
current system.
Not everyone who attends 
Ngage comes away agreeing 
with everything the speaker said, 
and they are not willing to leave 
the topic be.  These 8 p.m. ses-
sions often spark conversation 
among NW students and lead 
to continued discussion, which 
is actually part of Ngage’s pur-
pose.  The whole point behind 
Ngage is ideas in conversation, 
which comes from NW’s vision 
for learning statement, where 
it reads, “Students will engage 
ideas.”  These sessions are meant 
to get students thinking and dis-
cussing ideas students haven’t 
been confronted with before.
“If you only give students 
what’s safe, then they’re not 
learning,” Elliott said. 
Not all students feel comfort-
able in chapel, so several years 
ago the Ngage program was de-
veloped to give students more 
choices to get their chapel cred-
its and benefit from the time 
they put in.  Elliott believes this 
has been a positive change, and 
she’s proud of the role it plays 
at NW.  
“We want students to grad-
uate here having been con-
fronted with difficult questions, 
wrestling with them, and feel-
ing confident they’ve actually 
engaged it and come out stron-
ger on the other side.  If we’re 
going to succeed as a Christian 
college, we want our students to 
graduate as thoughtful Chris-
tians,” Elliott said.
Elliott herself spoke at the 
first Ngage of the year, enti-
tled The Gift of Life, where she 
shared her experiences of being 
a single parent, adopting and 
having an unplanned pregnan-
cy in marriage.  She was happy 
that her session was well-re-
ceived and enjoyed hearing the 
positive feedback she has got-
ten from it.
As the year goes on, students 
will continue to have opportu-
nities to listen to more speakers 
and  ask thoughtful questions 
about life ethics.…
Ngage has different theme for fall semester
NCDC to begin competition Saturday
PHOTO BY RILEY RASMUSSEN
Ngage speaker, Kyle Meyaard-Schaap speaking on the topic of food and faith.
